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PHILIPPIANS iv. 1. 


Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved and longed: for, 
my joy and crown, /o fand faſt in the Lord, my dearly 
beloved. 35 23 ä 

F is impoſlible that the ſinful dying children of men 

ſhould fand faft any where elſe, but in the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt. Not in earthly riches — for they certainly 


make themſelves wings, they fly as an eagle toward: hea- 
ven, Not in ſenſual pleaſures — for as the crackling of 


thorns under @ pot, /o are they, Not in the moſt vigo- 


rous conſtitution of our human frame — for mas that is 
born of a woman, is of few days, and full of trouble. He 
cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down ; he fleeth alſo 
a: a ſhadow, and continueth not, Not in the greateſt 
proſperity of temporal affairs — for we are ſtrangers 
and ſojourntri, as were all our fathers ; our days on the 
earth are as a ſhadow, and there is noge abiding, Nor 


even in the moſt lovely and valuable connections of 


ſocial life — for ear fathers, where are they ?- and the 
frophets, dv they live for ever No; the deareſt friend 
and brother, huſband and' father, miniſter and paſtor, 
1s dead and gone. Bit Jeſus Is that rock, againſt which 
the gates of hell ſhall not prevail. Amidit all changes, 
Je us is the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever. 
While we are /orrowing moſt of all for our friend and 
brother, that we Mall ſer his fact no more in the preſent 
world; let this at once inſtruct and comfort us, that in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt we may fand faft for ever. 
The text is indeed happily calculated for our pre- 
ſent inſtruction and conſolation. And I am to iaforar 
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4 A Funeral Sermon on the Deark 
you, that your 4080 paſtor made this choice himſelf, 


with an immediate view to your beſt improvement in 


the divine life, and as a proof, that hdving loved you, 
he hath loved you unto the end : He therefore would have 
you attend to this diſcourſe, as if he kimſelf, in this 


his Iaft and dying charge, was ſpeaking moſt affeQion- | 


ately and tenderly to you. 

If you aſk, as you very reaſonably may, why could 
not this meſſage have been brought you by another 
hand ? by one ſituated nearer to you, and therefofe 
more in ſeaſon, and ſooner after the awful event? To 
this let it be ſufficient for me to ſay, that long, inti- 
mate, and delightful friendſhip was pleaſed to demand 
this at my hands: and, however unfit J am for ſuch 
an office; and, however painful, in ſoine reſpetts, this 
office muſt be to me ; yo the will of the dead een to 


be fulfilled, * 

— ———— —̃ ( VY— 
Mr. D I, , 1739, after be 
had been eleven days in his laſt ilinefs, and concludes.thus ; “ When- 


« ever it ſhall pleaſe God to take me away, as I hope you will ſurvire 


s me, I ſhall leave an office of friendſhip to be done by you, which you | 


4 will not deny me); eſpecially as you will ſee the glory of God, and 
« the good of fouls, are the great things I aim at; — His Daughter's 
letter to me, Feb. g, informed me; © This day ſe'nnight at night, my 
« father was in his own apprehenfions almoſt gone, He called for pen 
« ink, and paper, as he was in his bed, and told us, he would write 
« ſew lines to you, which we ſhould let you have after his deceaſe, He 
« was calm and eaſy after he wrote it, and then ſaid, Now, Lord, is 
« thy fervant depart in peace."” — On the day he died, a copy of whit 
he had then wrote was ſent me, in which are the following word; 
Tu my defire, that my dear brother, the Rev, Mr. Fatocemi, be ſent ts, 
* to preach my funera/ ſermon, about a month or fix weeks after my de. 
« ceaſe, as it ſhall ſuit his own convenience. And I would have him 


en tell the people, that, hewing ved them, I have loved them unto th 
% end; and, as & proof of it, hate made choice of Philip, iv, * | 
« 
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of the Rev. Mr. Dazzatorr? 24 7 
All I ſhall attempt from the text, is, to Uloſtrate” 

I. The apoſtle's exhortation : And, 
II. The arguments with which he 8 Then, | 


993 #4 : 


occaſion may ſuggeſt. 


I humbly pray, that the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 
who, for à little ſpace, continues our attendance in his 
earthly courts, will enable us by his ſpirit and grace, 
ſo to receive this word of exhortation, and ſo to feel the 
energy of every argument, with which it is urged, that 
we may each of us fand faſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

and be fitted for a joyful appearance before him at laſt; 
and there meet our deceaſed friend and brother again, 


ſo, Lord Jeſus. 


Firſt, let us attend to the meaning of the apoſtle's 
exbortation, — therefore, /o Hand faſt in the Lord. 


As the duty here exhorted to, is an inference from 
what the apoſtle had before been ſaying, 1 it 1s very de- 
ſrable to take in the whole of his meaning, which we 
mall endeavour to do in the following remarks, — He 

: A 3 conſiders 
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and that they will carefully attend to all the affectionate arguments 
« with which the exhortation is urged. My further deſire is, that the 
« ſermon be printed, and that my dear people would not fail to have, 
ach of them zone, to be with them, when they will ſee my face no 

* more, and by which, bo dead, I would be conſidered as ſpeaking” 
N 2 aflectionately and tendetly to them. 


III. Conclude with ſuch refleQions as the preſent 
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to our mutual and everlaſting triumph. Amen! Even 


help my dear brother to carry home the ex hortation upon their hearte, 
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4 Funeral Sermon on the Death 


conſiders thoſe to whom he wrote, as perſons that were 
already intereſted in Chriſt : — He conſiders their in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, as expoſed to many threatening danger: 


and enemies: — He would have them firmly refolve, 


in a dependence on divine grace and ſtrength, to main- 


tain and preſerve this important intereſt at all adven- | 


tures: — And, as their beſt direction for maintaining 
and preſerving it, he refers them to what he had juſt 
deen ſaying in the former chapter. 


1. When the apoftle exhorts thoſe, to whom he wrote, 
to fand faſt in the Lord, he conſiders them as 
« perſons that were already intereſted in Chrilt,” 


To ſtand faſt in any particular place, fuppoſes that 
we are firſt come thither. And to ſtand faſt in Chritt, 
ſuppoſes that we are come to Chriſt, Nor is there any 
reaſon to apprehend, that the apoſtle in this caſe ſup- 
poſes merely an outward or nominal profeſſion of Chrill, 
without any real and perſonal intereſt in him. The 
account which we have of the converſion of Lydia, and 
the Jayler at Philippi, (a) plainly ſhews them to be more 


than nominal chriſtians, And if the whole church there 


had not chiefly con ſiſted of real ſaints, the apoſtle would 
not, in his epiſtle to them, bave expreſſed ſuch thank- 


fulueſi for their conſtant and perſevering fellowſhip in 


the goſpel, nor ſuch confidence that God had begun a good 
work in them ; nor would he have reminded them ſo 
diſtinctly of the grace beſtowed upon them, is le be- 
half of Chrift, not only to belitve on him, but alſo to Abr 


for his ſake. (b) 


In the ſame view, I am verily perſuaded, your dear 
paſtor looked upon many in this church and congre- 
gation. | 


| (4) A uni, (b) Philip. 1. 3—7, 29- 
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kation. t The perſonal applications which moſt of you 
have made to him, under your deep convidtions of ſin 
and guilt ; and the diſcoveries he then received of your 


godly ſorrow ] | your repentance unto life ; your cordial 
tance of Chriſt as your Lord and Saviour; your 


manifeſtly fly forfukiog the ſins you formerly layed; your 
walking in newng/s of life ; your beginning to breathe 
the ſpirit aud temper, which you had before deſpiſed 


t Mr. Darracort, after concluding his academical ſtudies at North- 
arpton, under the Rev, Dr. Doddridge, removed fiom thence in 1738, 
to exerciſe his miniſtry at Penzance in Cormwall. He continued there but 
little more than two years; being forced, by the loſs of large quantities 
of blood from his ſtomach, to leave a people abruptly, that were ear- 
neſtly deſirous of his continuance among them. Under ſuch an alarming 
action, he ſpent about half a year among his friends in Devenfoire, 
where bis own father had been a fervent and uſeful preacher, and where 
te died, when he had not compleated the fortieth yea of his age. Upon 
the death of the Rev. Mr. Berry, an aged and excellent minifter of 
Chriſt, at Pellington in 1741, Mr. Darracott had an unanimous invita- 
tion to ſucceed him. He at firſt found the congregation ſmall, and the 
number of communicants but trenty-cig bt. His miniſtrati ons ſoon drew 
a Jarge concourſe of people together from the neighbouring country, 
many of which had never before taken upon themſelves any profeſſion 
>& religion, and were at firſt brought to YYelhngron out of mere curioſity, 
His meeting-bouſe ſoon too little to contain the-number of his 
hearers, and was therefore hat enlarg d; but even after that, it 
was uſual for many to ſtand on the outſide, becauſe there was no room 
left for them within. In proportion to the number of his ſtated hearers, 
| muſt ſay, from a long acquaintance with their circumſtances, that I 
never knew any one congregation, which appeared to me to have fo 
many inſtances of abiding religious impreflions ; and I have good reaſon 
to believe, that it has pleaſed God to own Mr. Darracett's miniſtry, 
both occaſionally and Ratedly, to the effectual converſlon of many bun- 
alt of ſouls, As one conſequence of this remarkable ſucceſs, he left 
beh nd him at Wellington more than two bundred communicants. 


® His Father had ſpent the firſt years of his miniſtry in the Ie of Purbeck 
in Derſ-rſhire, and there Mr, Derracott was born, Feb, 1, 1916-17, 


— 


ſhame, who mind earthly things. (e) Beſides all theſe 


8 A Funeral Sermon on ie Death 


and perſecuted, even the ſpirit of humility and lowlint/ 
AF mind, of brotherly love, and of devout, fervent, and 
ger/evering prayer ; together with your holy watchful: 
neſs and circumſpection in all your words and actions; 


—theſe were evidences of your having obtained an in- 


tereſt in Chriſt, which your paſtor could not but ſee: 
And, tho* every one that eame to him under religious 
impreſſions has not afforded him equal ſatisfaction; 
tho' the goodne/7 of ſome f afſed away as a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew ; yet with reſpect to multitudes of 
you, he could not doubt the propriety of intending for 
you this word of exhortation, to and faſt in the Lord. 


2. When the apoſtle exhorts the Philippians, to fard 
faſt in the Lord, he conſiders their intereſt in 
«+« Chriſt as expoſed to many threatening dangers 
© and enemies.“ 


They muſt have ſeen their need of ſach an exhorta: 


tion, to fand faf? in the Lord; for the apoſtle expreſily 


compares their confi with their perſecuting adver/a- 
ries, to his own, and adviſes them to be in nothing ter- 
rified thereby. (e) He alſo bids them, bewvare of 125 
beware of evil workers, beware of the conciſſon; (d) b 
which he pointed out to them their danger from the 
violent bigotry of Zewt/h teachers, who laboured, even 
with a brutiſh rage, to turn them from the faith of 
Cbriſt. And, to convince them that they were not 
without danger from ſome profeſſing chriftians, whoſe 
converſation they could not imitate without falling 
away from Chriſt, he ſays, Many walk, of avkem I have 
told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they 
are the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt ; wheſe end is defiruc* 
tion, wwhoje God is their belly, and whoſe glory is in their 


le) Philip, i. 28, 30. (4) —iil. 2. (e) ii. 18, 19 
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lavgers and enemies of à more viſible nature, they had 
others not leſt dangerous, tho! more concealed ; ſuch 
as their own deceitful, baekſliding bearts, ever prone 


by their corrupt inclinations to add ſtrength to every 


ſtratagem of Satan, and every allorement of the world ; 
which made it as neceſſary to have it ſaid to them, 


work out your oon ſalvation with fear and trembling, (f) 


as in the text, and faſt in the Lord, 

And was there no need for your watchful paſtor to 
provide the exbortation in the text for you? Have not 
you enemies and dangers which threaten your intereſt 
in Chriſt ? Tho? the ſecurity of our civil and religious 
liberties preſerves you from open perſecution, yet are 
not you expoſed to more private revilings and re- 
proaches, for your adherence to Chriſt and godlineſs ? 
Have you nothing to fear from thoſe, that would fain 
inſtill corrupt principles into your minds, and turn you 
away from the truth as it is in Jeſus ? Are you not ſur- 


tounded with maltitudes that name the name of Chrift, 


but do not depart from iniquity, (g) and who would 
rejoice to have you run with them to the ſame exceſs of 
i? (h) Eſpecially ; are not you obliged to wurefle 
againſt fieſh and blood, and every pernicious principle 
of your own depraved nature? and not only ſo, but 
"gainſt principalities, againfl powers, againſt the rulers of 
the dart of this world; againſt Joi ritual wickedneſs in 
liel places, (i) even all the might and policy of ipfer- 
nal legions ? On all theſe accounts did not your paſtor 
viſely and faithfully chuſe for you this exhortation to 
Hans faſt in the Lord? 


3. The apoſtle exhorts the Philippians to fand faft 
in the Lord, * in order to excite in them a firm re- 
Ag 55 « reſolution, 
(f) Philip. ü. 22, (s) # Tim. ii. 29. (h) 1 Pet, iy, 4. 
(i) Ephes. vi, 12. 


to A Funeral Sermon on the Death 


« ſolution, in a dependence on divine grace and 
_ ** ſtrength, to maintain and preſerve their interek 
“ in Chriſt at all adventures.” | | 


When ſuch a good cauſe meets with powerful oppo- 


ſition, and is much endangered thereby, it is neceſſary ' 


to ſtand firm, and be reſolute and determinate, in fght- 
ing a good fight ; in keeping the faith; and in warring o 
good warfare, holding faith and a good conſcience. 
What the apoſtle ſays in the text, he well explains 
by ſuch ſimilar exhortations ; as, watch ye, fland fal 
in the faith, quit you like men, be firong. Stand faſt i 
one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving together for the faith 
of the goſpel. (k) Put on the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to land againſt the wiles of the Devil. 
Take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may br 
able to withſtand in the evil day, and having done all is 
fand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt, &c. (|) 
Thus the chriſtian warrior muſt ſtand, not 'in his own 
armour, but in the armour of God's providing, as one 
that derives all his fitnefs and firmneſs for every en- 
counter from the rich magazines of divine grace and 
ſtreogth. Thus he muſt Hand faſt in the Lord Jeſu 
Chritt, by help derived from him, and reſolved by his 
help never to forſake him. Thus, in a firm perſuaſion 


that greater is he that is in him, than he that is in all bu 


enemies, (m) the good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt will fight 
as for his ſoul, and eternity, that he may maintain and 
preſerve ſuch a precious jewell as his intereſt in Chnk, 
tho? it be in the face of the greateſt dangers and moi 
formidable oppoſition ; and having done all, he will 


yet fand, in a watchful prepared poſture of reſolute} 


defence. 


| Thi 
(K) Philip, i. 27. (1) Ephes. vi, 17, 13, 14. (m) 1 Jchn iv. 
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This is. the chriſtian ſtedfaſtneſs, which your dear 
r was ſo ſolicitous to excite in you of this congre- 
gation. For this be prayed and preached ; watched 
over you ; pleaded with you ; warned and admoniſhed 
you; and on his dying bed, with a trembling band 
ſcarce able to hold his pen, he wrote to his dear con- 
yerts, to excite you to fand faft in the Lord. | 


4. In the apoſtle's exhortation to the Philippians, by 
his ſaying, therefore /o land faft in the Lord, he 
1 refers them to what he had juſt before ſaid, as 
« their beſt direction for maintaining and preſerv- 
ing their intereſt in Chriſt.“ 


The words of the text are connected with the for- 
mer chapter, and ſhould rather have been the conelud- 
ing verſe of that chapter. There the apoſtle had been 
laying open to the view of his Philippian converts, 
what were his own chriſtian principles and practice; ; 
and chiefly for this end, that he might excite their 
imitation, He therefore partly concludes with ſaying 
to them, Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark 
them which walk ho, as ye have us for an example. (n) 
But after mentioning ſomething more, relating to his 
principles and practice, he then concludes the whole 
with the inference in the text, therefore /o rand fuß in 
the Lord, Thus he teaches them how to judge of their 
flanding faft in the Lord, by making what he had been 
ſaying, their ſtandard and meaſure, according to which 
they were to try and conduct themſelves in their chriſ- 
tian temper and converſation. On the whole, it is, as 
if the apoſtle had more particularly addreſſed to the 
Philippians, and as if your dear paſtor had alſo addreſſ- 
ed to you in the following manner : 


66 Have 
(n) Philip, iii. 1 7. 
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« Have | been declaring to yon, what! an invaluz. 
<« ble price I ſet upon ae knowledge of Chrift: Jojai my 
* Lord? (o) My intent ia that declaration; is to uni- 
* mate you to the like eſteem ' If thereforg you def 
* to fand faft in the' Lord Jeſus Chriſt, % prize the 
© knowledge of him, and of the way of ſalvation by 
« him, as to deſpiſe every other knowledge, Intereſt 
« or excellence, that can come in competition with 
« this ſaving knowledge. So look with holy contempt, 
„upon all that human and worldly knowledge, which 
„you have formerly been proud of; /o bleſs God for 
= revealing Chriſt to you, and in you, as the begin- 
« ning of divine light and life in your ſouls ; % defire 
« to increaſe and grow in the, heart-affeQing, ſoul- 
« transforming, and experimental knowledge of Chil; 
% that Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by faith, tha 
« ye being rooted and grounded in /Jove, which is the det 
10 proof of knowledge, may be able to comprefund with 
© all ſaints, what is the. breadth, and lengths and dijth, 
* and height, and to know the lows of Chrif, which 
„ paſſth knanwledge, that 36 might be lod with ob th 
' falls of Gb p) and the cnabled eee 
% the Lord for ever.“ 

Have I been expreſſin g to ws Aue ren 
fire to i Chriſt, end: bs fund is lum, ad my (pit 
„ tual head and root, and Aaves: for my jaitification, 
«© that righteeuſnc/: which is the the. faith e Chriſt 
© the righteonſne/5- which it of Gu by faith #: (d) BY 
« this I mean to ſtir. up the ſame fdefire.im you. There 
«« fore I exhort you, / to value and purſue that ineft- 
% mable prize and-treafure of an ãntereſt id Chriſt; / 
7 to exert all your utmoſt endeavours ſor ſecuting it 
*« to yourſelves; % to renounce all dependence upon 


10 any 
(0) Philip. wi, 8, (y) Ephes, bi, 17—19. (d) Philip. lil, 8, 9 


55 of the Rev. Mr. Danntacorrt. . 13 
« and graces, in point of juſtification ; and / to fix 
ill your dependence upon the meritorious obedience 

' 4 and fufferings of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, — that you 
% may fand faſt in him, and never Fagger thro un- 
« belief.”* (t) 

Have I been telling you my-atter dilaticfadion 
with any of my preſent attainments in conformity 

« to Chriſt, and how I am forgetting thoſe things wvhich 
% are behind, and reaching forth unto theſe things ewhich 

4 are before ? (8) In this alſo I would lead you to 3. 
« thus minded. And therefore, I beſeech you, don't let 
« your regard to- Chriſt for juſtification, in the leaft 
« hinder your prowing likeneſs to him for your ſanc- 
« tification, But / view your preſent graces and vir- 


« account of the manifeſt failures and imperfections 
„ which attend them; % view the abſolutely perfect 
model of holiveſs, which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ſet before you in his example ; /i defre and labour 
„to be more boly,. humble, and Chriſt-like ; /o over- 
look preſent attainments, out of an ardent concern 
to reach greater ;—as to demonſtrate, by your con- 
„ tinual groquth in grace, that you do * fend faft 
" in the Lord.” * 

„Have l been leading your thoughts ond hopes up- 
ward and heaven-ward, and ſhewing you my hea- 
** venly conver/ation, my glorious. proſpects, and how I 
* preſs teward the mark for the prize of tha high calling 


** your ſpiritual praſit. So would þ have you to live 
above, to converſe in heaven, to viſit by faith and 
love thoſe ſhining manſions, often: to think where 

| B Jeſus 


% Rem. iv, 20, (e) Philip, 1. 12, 13. (t) —ili, 20, 27, 14, 20, 21. 


« any n afyour'omd, even your beſt duties 1 


toes, with a deep humility and ſelf abaſement, on 


* of God in Chriſt Jeſus ? (t) I am till aiming at 
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A Funeral Sermon on the Death 


«« Jeſus is, and in what glory he appears to the hens! 
* 1y inhabitants, and in what glory he will come fron 
% thence at the great day, and what glorifying par- 
#* poſes his coming will then anſwer to yourſelves, and 
* even to your wile bodies ; /o would I have you A 
«© to that day of God, and ftretch every nerve of the 
< ſopl in defiring and lowing the appearing of Cini, 
«© and your compleat bleſſedneſs with him, —that your 
„ heavenly temper and converſation may make it ap- 
«© parent, that you fand faſt in the Lord Jeſus Chril, 
„ and are not to be removed from your chriſtian ſted- 
“ faſtneſs by all the united efforts of earth and hell,” 
- Such is the important, and comprehenſive meaniog 
of the apoſtle's exhortation in the text, when eonſider- 
£d in its due connexion with the context. And now, 
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Secondly, Let ys take a view of the arguments, with 
which this exhortation is urged. 


Here are arguments to enforce it, worthy of ſuch at 
exhortation ; arguments, that are truly remarkable, for 
their variety, and their moſt endearing and intereſting 
nature. To engage the Philippians to fand faff is | 
the Lord, the apoſtle thus addreſſeth them, ay brethren, 
dearly beloved and longed-for, my joy and crown, my diarr 
ly beloved, Thus he pleads with them—their intimate 
relation to him,—his tender affection for them, —b» 
ardent defire towards them, his preſent joy in then, 
and his delightful proſpect of their brightening his 
heavenly crown. 


1. As one motive to engage the Philippians to feud 
faſt in the Lord, the apoſile owns, and pleads 
their near relation to him, as Ais brethrea i 
„ Chriſt,” 

| Tho 


„eee 


of the Rev. Mr. DaxRAcorr. 

Tho! they were of a different nation, and had been 
idolatrous Gentiles, yet he gives them the right hand of 
fillwſhip, and looks upon them as oe with him inC Avi 
Nur, where there is neither Greeh, nor Jew, circumciſion 
nor uncircumcifion, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free : 
but Chriſt is all, and in all. (u) Tho' he himſelf was a 
dignified apoſtle, he puts on no air of ſuperiority, but 


' treats them as his equals. Tho” he had laid them un- 


der the higheſt obligations, as their generous benefac- 
tor, the kind inſtrument of their ſpiritual and eternal 
life, ſo that ey oe unto him even their own ſelves ; 
he does not behave as being a lord over them, (W) or as 
having dominion over their faith, but only as the helper 
of their joy. (x) 

Like « brother indeed, we may well ſuppoſe the 
zpoſtle to plead with them, as with the ſame brotberly 
ſpirit your dear paſtor has ſo often pleaded with you, 
and eſpecially would now be thought to plead wittr 
you, in ſuch language as this; I own the near and 
dear relation of a brother in Chriſt, Yes, my bre- 
* thren, wwe are the childrew of the ſame reconciled God 
and Father, We are born again of the ſame renew- 
ing and ſanRifying ſpirit. We are members of the 
„ ſame happy family in lea ven and earth, which is 
* named of, and igcorporated into, our Lord Jeſas 
** Chriſt, as its glorious head. We are richly fed and 
** nouriſhed by the ſame divine ordinances, and the 
** ſame exceeding great. and precious promiſes, We are 
* built together upon the ſame foundation, for an habita- 
tien of God thro' the ſpirit, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 
* the chief corner-flone. We are begotten again unto the 
* ſame lively hope, to an inheritance incorruptible, and 

* undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in hea< 

B 2 ven- 
(v) Col, i. 11. (w) 1 Pet. v. 3. (I] 2 Cor, i. 24. 
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« wen for ns; and are heirs of God, aud joint-heirs with: 
« Chrift.” 

«+ Permit me then, not as your ſuperior, e 
common ſharer with you in ſuch bonour and happi- 
** neſs, to urge you, by every endearing tye of ſacred 
„ kindred and relation, as my brethren in Chriſt, to 
% fand faſt in him. Let us vie with each other, which 
„ ſhall have the higheſt eſteem for the edge of 
„ Chriſt; which of us ſhall depend moſt upon him for 
« juſtifying righteou/ne/3 3 which of us ſhall proje fore 
„ard with greateſt ardor after more exact conformity 
«+ /o him, and which of us ſhall excell moſt in heaven 
% converſation, and in ſeeking the/t things which art 
above, where Chrift fitteth on the right hand of God, 
„Thus let our chriſtian ſtedſaſtneſe ſhew that we are 
« brethren; and your's particularly ſhew, that you 
** hearken to the faithful counſel of your brother in 
« Chriſt,” 


2. The apoſtle urges the Philippians to fand faſt in 
the Lord, by ſuggeſting ** his own tender affeQion 
« for them,” 


Twice in the text he tiles them his dearly belrord; 
not ſurely, as a word of compliment, but as of finceri!y, 
but as of God, in the fight of God, ſpake he in Chrift. (y) 
His love to them had an ardor and vehemence, pecu- 
liar to the ſpring from whence it aroſe. They were 
the ſouls, of whoſe effeftual converſion he had been 
the inſtrument; and in promoting which, he had been 
cruelly beaten with many ſtripes, then caft into prijen; 
and there had kis feet made faft in the flocks. (2) Aſiet 
all his labours and ſufferings for their ſpiritual and 


eternal welfare, he not only diſcovered in them the ge- 
nuine 


(y) n Cor, ii, 17. (r) Acts xii, 22-24. 
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of the Rev. Mr. DaAxAcorr. 
nulne evidences of ſincere love to Chriſt, which alone 


the 


were the only church that had again and again ſuppli- 
ed his wants, as he gratefully acknowledges to them : 
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, ſays he, that now at thr 
haſt your care of me hath flouriſhed again, wherein ye were 
alſo careful, but ye lacked opportunity. Ye have well done, 
that ye did communicate with my affiiftion. Now, ye Phi- 
lippians, knoww- al/o, that iu the beginning of the goſpel, 
when I departed from Mactdonia, 'no church communicated 
with me, as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. 


= OO „„ ©W i * =, ©” &S icy © 


were /ent from you, an odour of a fevert ſmell, a ſacrifice 
n acceptable, well-pleafeng to God. (a) And if any thing 
ſhoald draw out his ſoul in yet ſtronger affection for 
them, it muſt be this circumſtance, that they were now 
ſellow- ſufferer with bim in the ſame glorious cauſe ; 
as he tells them, unte you it is given in the behalf of 


ſake ; hawing the me confli# which ye — at Phi 
lippi, and now hear te be in me at Rome. (b) 

As for the affection which your dear paſtor bare to 
Yeu of this church add congregation, it was alſo owing 
oa final bleſſing on dis labours among you ; for mul- 
titudes of you are the ſeal of his miniſtry. His affection 
for you was heightened by your love and gratitude to- 
wards him, in which you were verily careful, but moſt of 
Jeu lacked capacity. He teſtified his affection for you by 
B 3 his 


(a) Philip, iv, 20, 14 — 16, (0) —i. 28, 30, 


was ſuſficiept to enlarge his heart in love to them; but 
he alſo received from them frequent teſtimonies of 
their grateful affetion for himſelf. While he was now - 
writing to them, he was a priſoner at Rome ; and dur- 
ing that impriſonment, as well as at other times, they 


Fer even in Thiſalonica, ye ſent once and again unto my 1 F 
neceſſity. I have received of Epaphroditus the things whicls Þ 


Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but alſo to ſuffer for his 


= 


= 
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his unwearied labours among you, and his determinate 
continuance with you, notwithſtanding his invitations 
to other places, where his neceſſities would have had a 
more plentiful ſupply. Indeed it was an affeQion that 


made him very gladly end and be ſpent for you. An 


affection, that filled his whole foul, animated all his 


miniſtrations, glowed in all his living and dying 
thoughts, and expreſſions, and made him the admira- 
tion of all that knew him. O that, in this reſped, 
his ſorviving brethren in the miniſtry may imitate his 
example 

And now, my friends, let ſuch love, love ſo ardent, 
ſo conſtant, ſo diſintereſted, powerfully plead with 


N [ pon. Suffer it to have all its melting influence on your 


hearts. Think how the love of ſuch a miniſter, was the 
| happy inſtrument of bringing you to ſee, and feel, the 
infinitely greater love of a Saviour; and how it ſhoold 
excite you to fand faff in the love of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Think how it would cut ſach a miniſter to 
the heart, to be a witneſs to your falling from Chriſt. 
"Therefore, whenever you are tempted, either to under- 
value te knowledge of .Chrift, or to truſt in your own 
righteouſne/+, or reſt ſatisfied with preſent a/rainments in 
holineſs, or to /t your affeion: on things on the earth, 
to the neglect of things above ; then think, firſt of all, 
of the love of Jeſus, and next of the love of this dear 
miniſter of Chriſt, whoſe love to you made him ſo ſea- 


lin ever you with godly jealouſy, and prompted him to 


give you this dying ive ever to tand faſt in the 
Lord. 


3. The apoſtle urges the Philippians to land fa of i in 
the Lerd, by pleading his « ardent defire towards 
« them.” 8 

e 
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He ſpeaks in the text of his /onging for them. He 
could even ſay, God' is uy record, how greatly I long 
after you all, in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. (e) He could 
not be eaſy, without ſeeing them, or hearing of their 
welfare. He therefore tells them, I tra in the Lord 
Jiſus, to Send Timorheus ſhortly unto you, that I alſe may 
be of good comfort, when I know your Hate. (d) But, he 
adds, I «ruſt in the Lord, that I alſo myſelf ſhall come 
ſhortly, (e) In the mean time he afſores them, This 
I pray; that your love may abound yet more and more 
in knowledge, and in all judgment ; that. ys may af prove 
things that are excellent ; that ye may be fincere, and with= 
ot offence till the day of Chrifft ; bring filled with the 
fruits of rightrouſnd/+, which are by Jeſur Chrift unto the 
glory and praiſe of God. (f) He even tepreſents himſelf 
as in a ſtrait betwixt two, having 4 defire to depart, and 
to be with Chriſt, which is far better. Nevertheleſs he 
adds, to abide in the fleſh, is More needful for you, that is, 

for your furtherance and joy of faith. (g) 

And in all this does the apoſtle expreſs, what was 
really the longing defire of your dear paſtor after you, 
that he might be a witneſs of your increaſing holi- 
neſs and happineſs ? How did your beſt intereſt fill his 
thoughts and cares ? How did he long for you both in 
life and death ? With what propriety therefore, may 
you reflect concerning him, as the Philippians had rea- 
ſon concerning the apoſtle ? Did our dear paſtor ſo 
** earneſtly long after us, and after our beſt intereſt? 
Were we in his heart continually ? And was this the 
great end of all his longing deſite, that we might 
Hand faſt in the Lord? O! how ſhould this teach us, 
to long after our own ſpiritual improvement? How 

„ ſhould 
(c) Philip. i. 83. (d) —ii, 19. (e) — ii. 24. 
(f) —i. 9—11. (g) — i. 23 —250 
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* ſhould this make us aſhamed of every appearitte 

« of ſpiritual! ſloth and negligence ? How ſhould 'thiy 

« excite a holy ambition in us, that we may not be 

© altogether unworthy objects of ſuch earneſt defire ? 

« Fain would we /o value the knowledge of Chriſt, / 
truſt in him for righteouſneſs, / imitate his holy 

„example and. ſo ſet our affections on things above, 
where he iv in glory, and love his appearirg ; that 
we may and faſt in the Lord, and thereby falfill the 
longing defires after us, with which our dear mini- 
ſter both lived and died. 


4. The apoſtle further excites the Philippians to flard 
faſt in the Lord, by repreſenting to them, how 
« much they were his preſent joy.“ 


It is as if the apoſile bad ſaid to them, and us if 


your paſtor was now ſaying to you, Believe me, le 
ren, it is the joy of my life, to think of my rela- 
« tion to you, as a miniſter of Chriſt, and of the ſac- 
* ceſs which my Lord has given me among you. | 
leave the men of the world to rejoice in the accom- 
© pliſhment of their worldly ſchemes and projects. [ 
envy them not their gold and ſilver, their trade 
and merchandize, their eſtates and honours, or any 
of their ſenſual joys. There is no joy to me, like 
« ſerving Chriſt and ſouls. This is the chief joy of 
„ my life, to ſee that I labour not in vain, but thit 
„ ſouls are gathered to Chriſt, Then my joy is acemi. 
« ing to the joy of harveſt, and as men rejoice when thi 
* divide the ſpoil.” 
' «« Such, brethren, was my joy, when I heard fo mat 
« of you crying out, Sir, what muſt aue do to be ſaved" 
« When I ſaw your deep conviQions of fin, and of 
„your periſhing ſtate without a Saviour; when I per. 
« ccived that the Lord opened your hearts to atiend 1 
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« the things which I ſpoke, while I 1eflifitd repentance to- 
« wards God, and faith toward; our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


« And ſuch has been my joy, ever ſince, to diſcern in | 


« your temper; and converſation, all the fruits of a di- 
„vine change. Is there joy in the preſence of the angels 
« of Gerd, over one finner that repenteth ; and ſhall not I 
« rejoice in the converſion of a multitude ? Do thoſe 
«+ benevolent ſpirits rejoice in an event, to which they 
« but little contciboted 3 and ſhall: not I rejoice in the 
efficacy of the goſpel, under my on miniftrations 
of it? O my drethren J it is the life of all my joys 
upon earth, that I have been employed and ſucceed- 
ed in ſuch good work. I can truly ſay, both in life 
and death, that / kdawe we greater joy than to hear that 
'' my converts walt in truth. | For new I live, I enjoy 


tze greateſt happineſs in life, i you, my dear con 


« verts, /fand faff in the Lord." 

% And will ye not cofitribute to i inprore and per- 
« fect my joy ? Is it not the deſire of your hearts to 
« do ſo? Come then; make it manifeſt to all around 
« you, as well as to yoar own ſouls, that you are Hand- 
t ing /aſt in the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, againſt all your ſpi- 
ritual enemies, and amidſt all your temptations and 
** trials, Let this appear by your ſetting a higher va- 
ue on the knowledge of Chrift ; by your ſolicitude to 
* win Chrift, and be found depending only on him for 
* juſtifying rige“ by your overlooking all pre- 
** ſent attainments in holineſs, for the ſake of reaching 
* forth unto yet greater; and by having your conver- 
ation in heaven, and hohing for your Saviour from 
* thence. Thus, my dearly beloved brethren, fulfill ye my 

* Joy, and in ſo doing, you will moſt RO fulkill 


your on.“ Once more, 
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F. As aconcluding motive to engage the Philippians 
to and faſt in the Lord, the apoſtle pleads with 
them, bis delightful proſpe& of their conti - 
e buting to brighten his immortal crown.“ 


Here alſo the apoſile's argument may well become 
every faithful and ſucceſsful miniſter of Chriſt ; ſo that 
you of this church may juſtly conſider your dear paſtor 
himſelf, as urging it upon you in ſome ſuch manner az 
this; “ I have been telling you, my dear brethren, 
** and it is the very language of my heart, that my 
© ſucceſs among you has been the crowning joy of ay 
* life, and has rendered my mortal pilgrimage a hex 
ven upon earth to me. Wonder not then, if I carry 
«« my expectations of increaſing joy concerning you, | 
«© along with me into heaven itſelf, For what is ny 
*« hope, or joy, or crewn of rejoicing # Are not ye even in 
«© the prefence of our Lord Jeſus Chrift at his coming ? 
% On that glorious glorifying day, does not my Lord 
« himſelf teach me to hope, that your friendſhip, an 
«« intereſt in which my labours and ſervices have pro- 
«« cured me, will with peculiar honour receive me into 
« everlaſting habitations ? What inconceivable luſtre 
„ will then be added to my immortal crown, when 
« they that turn many to righteouſne/;, ſhall ſhine as tht 
« brightne/s of the firmament, and as the ſtars for cver 
* and ever How will my labours and ſucceſſes among 
« you, diſtinguiſh my glory among them that ſhall 
«- riſe to glory, and whoſe glory ſhall differ one from 
% another, as one far differeth from another ſtar i 
"Ti glory p» , 

Lou will not ſuſpect, that in this hope, I am de- 
„ pending on any merit of my own, While te proper 
«© wages of /in is death, I am deeply ſenfible the gift * 
| 1 46 | 
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1 Cad is eternal life thre' Jeſus Chrift our Lord. But as 
« this gift is my Lord's purchaſe, ſo he beſtows it in 
« a juſt proportion to the different meaſures of fidelity 
« and zeal, with which his ſervants ſerve him. He has 
« alſo promiſed, be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
« give thee a crown of life. And may I not therefore, 


„ in a dependence on his purchaſe and promiſe, call. 


« it a crown of righteoufneſr, which the Lord the righte- 
" cus judge ſhall give me at that day ? Yes, my dear 
« friends, I am verily perſuaded my Lord's righteouſ- 
« neſs and faithfulneſs ſhall appear, in the illuſtrious 
„ manſion I ſhall then poſſeſs, and the diſtinguiſhed, 
« immortal crown I ſball then wear, when I ſhall meet 


you again in glory; when you will be preſented be- 
fore the preſence of our glorious Lord, and in the view 


« of all his ſhining attendants, as prepared for glory 
and poſſeſſed of it, in conſequence of a divine bleſ- 
* ſing on my faithful, affectionate miniſtrations to you. 
« And will not this be the crown of all my labours 
among you, and the accompliſhment of all my de- 
** fires and expectations concerning you? Will not 
„my heavenly ſtate, my everlaſting triumph, my 
* crown of glory, receive an unknown acceſſion of 
** ſplendour and dignity, of joy and rejoicing, from 
„my having ſo many of my dear converts, fixed in 
glory with me, and ſpending a glorious eternity in 
„the delightful endearments of a friendſhip ſo hap- 
«* pily begun below ? * 

But to what end am I now deſcribing my pleaſ- 
ing proſpe& of my future crown ? O my friends 
my end is this; —I want to excite you, if you feel 
any gratitude for my labours among you, my kind- 
** neſs to you, and my ardent concern to promote 


your eternal ſalyation ; 1 you ſincerely defire my 
| future 


* 
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% future bleſſedneſs; if you would rejoice to fee me 
in glory, and to be glorified with me if you wiſh me | 
© the brighteſt crown, and would do all in your power 
that I may poſſeſs it: — If theſe be your genuine | 
“ ſentiments, I have then nothing in view, but to ex- 
* cite you to and faſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with- 
out which my future crown will be leſs fplendid, 
% leſs joyful, leſs triumphant. I have had abundant ; 
«© proofs of your unfeigned love to me; and now I am 
«+ ſoliciting for one more, even your flanding aft ir 
1% the Lord, that I myſelf may not loſe any jewels out 7 
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« of my heavenly crown: tho* this will be no more 
than is abſolutely neceſſary for yourſelves, that n 
« man take your crown. Exert yourſelves therefore, and 
« with purpoſe of heart clearve unto the Lord. Set the 
« higheſt value on the knowledge of Chriſt. Truſt only 
« in his righteou/ne/5, Strive after more compleat /ile- 
«© %% to him. Let your conver/ation be in leavin, 
„ where he is in all his glory, and from thence be ex- 
_ «« peQting him to appear in all the pomp of judgment. 
In this poſture of chriſtian fledſaſtneſs deſire to be 
„ found at laſt, and in this way you will moſt effec- 
„ tually ſecure your own crown of glory, and brighten 
« mine,” Now let this diſcourſe, 

Thirdly, conclude with ſuch reflections, as ſeem to 
be more immediately ſuggeſted by the EN 
fion. And, 


1. How amjable and excellent is the character of a 
miniſter, when he appears to be thoroughly ani- 
mated with the ſpirit and oe of the apoſtle 
in the text! 


Love is the prime excellence and mn of the Di- 


vine nature, When God vv manifeſted in the fil. 
love 


of the Rev. Mr. DaAAAcor r. 


love was the charming character of the bleſſed Jeſus. 
When love is moſt conſpicuous in the temper and con- 


duct of the miniſters of Jeſus, they are then moſt love- 


ly, becauſe they beſt reſemble their divine maſter. | 
If a goſpel-miniſter has a heart ever-glowing with 

love to Chriſt, and love to immortal ſouls; if this love 

makes him abundant in labours, fer vent in ſpirit, ſerv- 


' ing the Lord, and glad to ſpend and be ſpent for the 


people committed to his care ; if by this love, he is evi- 
dently ſuperior to ſelfiſh views, above the influence of 
fhiky luere, full of anxious concern to convince and 
convert ſinners, and edify ſaints, ready to every good 
word and work, and yearning with bowels of compaſ- 
fon towards the ignorant, the ſtopid, the profligate, the 
doubting and diſtreſſed, the weak and feeble-minded, 
the poor and mean; if this love not only pours out 2 
continual torrent of faithful, affeQionate, heart-ſcarch- 
ing miniſtrations from the pulpit, both in ſcaſon and 
'ut of ſeaſon, but opens his houſe at all times, as a com- 
mon refuge for the diftreſled, and eſpecially for ſoul- 
diſtreſſes; if this love opens his way into the houſes of 
all his friends, and neighbours, not to ſerve himſelf, 
but them, and eſpecially by bringing eternal things 
bome to their perſonal converſe and immediate atten» 
ion; if this love lcaves him no idle moments, and 
ſhews him to be moſt of all in his element, when moſt 
directly promoting the begioning, progreſs, or efta- 
blihment of the divine life in thoſe around him; if this 
lore makes the proſperity of the churches, and eſpe- 
cially of the particular church over which ke preſides, 
his chief joy 3 in a word, if ia conſequence of this love, 
te liver, and beſt of all enjoys himſelf, when his peo- 
ple land faft in the Lord; — ls there not a beauty and 
excellence in ſuch a character, which forces eſteem, 
C and 
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and obliges even the enemies of Chrift and podlines, Wl '* 
either 'Glengly to admire it, or, (which is ſometimes (ll dit 
the caſe) freely ſpeak their approbation ot it, or in yo 
ſome way to acknowledge its excellence. * 
But are the beauties and excellencies of ach cha · 
racter, more than every miniſter needs ? No, they are 
neceſſary for all that /arve God in the goſpel of his Son. 
Without ſuch beauties and excellencies, Chriſt is not 
exalted, the goſpel is not recommended, ſouls are not 
won to the love of Chriſt, nor encouraged, animated, 
or ſtrengthened in the ways of godlineſs. For want of de 
theſe beauties and excellencies, goſpel-miniftrations * 
are a lifeleſs form, miniſters themſelves en 
and precious ſouls are left to periſh. 

How far your dear paſtor was adorned with theſe U 
beauties and excellencies, I muſt not ſay; becauſe it = 
was his dying requeſt, that in this diſcourſe I /ay 10. he 
a word in kis praſe, 9 Nor need I praiſe him to you. by 
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You 
„ Was not this the meaning of what a prophane gentleman once ful U 
to his friend, as they met Mr, Darracott going to his meeting-beuſe w 4 


preach on a week-day ? « There, ſays he, goes a man, that ſerves God, 
« as if the Devil was in him. 


& This requeſt he exprefily wrote in the ſame paper, and at the fave 
ume, with the choice of his funeral text, c. And nothing did Mr. 
Darracott leſs affect than'oftentatious ſhew ; For where-ever the goulol 
ſouls was not to be promoted, he was very deſirous to have every thing 
conducted with all poſſible ſecrecy and fimplicity. To this inclination 
was owing the plain and private manner of his ſuneral; tho”, as it after- 
wards appeared, there were generous friends ready to aſſiſt his widow in 
making his funeral remarkably handſome. Nothing could have fre- 
vented them from doing this, bot Mr. Darracott's having given the fol- 
lowing expreſs directions in the above-mentioned paper. 'Tis 1 
« will and defire, that I be buried about the fourth or fifth day after 
iy my deceaſe, about one of the clock in the morning; that the time 
6c be kept ſecret from all, but bach as are hereafter-mentioned, wht, 
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of the, Rev. Mr. Daznxaconty. 


You knew his worth. You feel your own loſs, You: 
diſplay your tender ſenſe of both, to all that know. 


vou: and, I am ſure, you will heartily join with me 

in my next fefleftion zo [op at on 

| . editing £4 10 yer t ot bat! 

. 2, How great a priviledge have they enjoyed, who, 

A have been related to a minitter of the apoſtle's 
| ſpirit and temper in the text! | 

Sich has been my own priviledge, in the molt ioti- 

- mate, delightful, and inviolable friendſhip with your 


dear pallor for twenty-two years. O my rather / var 
pleaſant and profitable 4% thou been unte me. We 
el faveet cennſed together. His example reproved and 
quickened me. His ſpirit corrected and comforted me. 
His converſe helped me in my work, as a chriſtian and 
miniſter, and in all tended ſtill to raiſe me upward and 
heaven - ward. Blefled be God for ſuch a friend and 
brother, whom I loved es my owun /oul / 

Inſtead of condoling with the widow and the father- 
% in their loſs, great and aggravated as it is, permit 
we, my dear mourning friends, to excite your grati- 
tude to the God and Father of mercies, that you bave 
ſtood in the moſt endearing. relation to ſuch a chriſtian 
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only defire, may attend me to my laſt bed. He then names fix of 
his pious friends, and conſtant hearers, and communicants, whom lie 
fired to carry him to his grave. He alſo names the Rev. Mr. /—— 
to be with them at the time, and to ſpend one half hour in prayer in 
his parlour, before they carried his corpſe away, © At the grave, ſays 
be, I would have nothing ſaid ; but let them commit my body to the 
datt, in chearful hope of a reſurrection to eternal life; and let them 
* all be concerned to give me à joyfol meeting at the great day. He 
then orders a plain coffin, ſuch as were made for his children, and names 
three perſons only to accompany the bearers, and three athert to ſtay 
hind with his wife and children, 
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4 F auneral Sermon on the Death 


and private walk, and how he himſelf g fa/? in the 
Lord; that you have ſo long enjoyed his affeRionate, 
faithful, and devout friendſhip ; ſo long, and ſo largely, 
ſhared in the joys of his miniſterial labours and ſuc. 
ceſſes ; and, particularly, that you attended him thro' 
every part of his laſt long confinement, and were wit- 
neſſes of his holy triumph ia the neareſt views of death 
and eternity. 1 Here js matter for your grateful recol- 

: lecdion 


1 4 = 
„ * 33 


4 In his laſt letter to me, dated Jun. 1, £759; be fays, after be hat 
been ill eleven days, © I find ſome what infinitely ſoothing and chearing 
« in theſe. four lines, Fm 
« A child; 


« If to correct me be his will, 
I bear it with ſubmiſſion fill ; _ 
A tender Father, 2 he ren 


duke. fo fo childra. 


cc Oh what lefs x a thouſan! arguments in that one, for the 
« moſt cordial, ſweet, humble ſubmiſſion ? O my dear brother, how 
© ſweet to ſee our comforts and our croſſes, our joyful and moutnfil 
« circumſtances, our life and our desch, all in the hands of fork » 
« father ; all equally under his direction, and all evidently deſigned by 
*© him for our good; all proceeding from his everlaſting love which i! 
<< had for us, terminating at laſt in our everlaſting falvation ? This layi 
an eaſy foundation for that precept, | which. is a n ty. 95% 
nal world, — in every thing giv. tha 

Thro' a tedious illneſs of three months, and with acre ferns 
ciating pain, (arifing, partly from five ſtones found in his left KU. 
and partly from fuch an inflammation in that kidney as occaſioned i 
total putrefaction, which extended alſo to many adjacent parts, ) nothin 
vas heard from his lips, but continual expreſſions of praiſe, and thank: 
giving. This led his apothecary to declare, in the letter he wrote to /** 
* me of Mr, Darracotr 8 death, Of all the death · bed I cet A. 
* tended, I never fa ſuck aa inftance of holy reſignation and cr. 


and miniſter ; that you have ſo loag beheld his publick 
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of the Rev. Mr. Dannacttr. 


lection as long as you live, and what may well delight 
your ſouls, amidſt the moſt lonely, the moſt 22 
or the moſt deſtitute condition. 

But what 1 chiefly aim -· at under this refleRion, i is to 
lead my friends of this chutch and congregation, to 
conſider what a diſtinguiſhing rairnt was. committed to 
0. their 


In the above-mentioned paper, containing the-choive of his'funeral- 
text, &c. he ſays, © Before this will be comreunicated, I ſhall be gone 
« to my judge; and I can, and do rejoice, that he is my Saviour, 1 
« have good bepe rhro* grace, and 1 have once more ſeriouſly tried the 
« foundation of it, and I find it will ſtand in the profpett of eternity. 1 
« 2m abk, bleſſed be God, and 1 would not for dll the World be unable, 
to give a reaſon of the be that is in me; And to my feripture · mark; 
4 [a ſmall tract of his, which has paſſed tho? ſeveral editions] I refer, 
" a the ſolid evidence of my hen ia chem who, in point of alf de. 

« pendence; levey ant Rb ae RS BE Boo ate Tibay 
« years, my all in all,"* 

r 
a few weeks before his death, Which a friend took down in writing, 


were theſe : © I am going to Jeſus, whom I love, and whom I have fo 


« often preached.. [It was then the Lord's-day morning. Come, Lord 
* Jeſus, come quickly. Why ave thy ebariot-robeels f# long in coming >" 
He then added to thoſe that were with him, © I charxe you, fee to it, 
that you meet me at the riglit hand of God at the great day,” 
At another time, he ſaid, Oh l what a mercy is it, to have ſuch a 
rock to build upon, as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt > I have found him to 
de a firm rock, that will never fail, What a mercy is it, to have a 


* covenant-God toy to? A covenant, that is order & in all thingt and 


© fure, wobich is u y defire; avid all my ſalvation F'1 have found him 
to de a covenant-keeping God. = He fait to his wife, My dear, 
do you of the goodneſs of Cod towards me, for I want a tongue 
dd do it, I do not want a heart to praiſe him, ſurè I don't. in eme 
be for ſome weeks almoſt Toft che uf# of hid dice. 

At another time, he fad, * How good is God ? He is all praiſe all 
ore, all goodneſt Then udded to thoſe about him, Hold on 
„ e the end: H truft I have begotten you in Chrift Jeſus. May the 

Lord pour down plentiſully of his ſpirit upon you! He then ſaid, 
„% What 
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their traft. I hope Iſhall not be thought to tranſgieſ 
the reſtraint, under which he has laid me, by remind. 

ing you of the advantages you enjoyed under his mi- 
niſtry ; eſpecially as it is done with a ſole view to pro- 
mote your ſtedfaſtneſs. You long /at ander his ſhadow, 
9 his fruit was fwert unto your taſte. For near cigh- 


teen 
What attendants have I got? Jeſus is with me. Angels are my guar- 
„ dians, The bleſſed Spirit is my comforter and ſupporter, And you, 
«« my dear chriſtian friends, waiting on me, And my dear wife. hut 
«4. don't think highly of me; for if you have ſeen a great deal of grace 
in me, you have alſo ſeen a great deal of corruption. When be wa 
at dinner, he ſaid, © Blefled be God for this meal. And to a friend 
that came in he ſaid, „1 have often ſat with you at the table of the 
Lord Lere, but I am now going to {it around His board above. Thot 
% were days in which I took great, delight, when I went to the houf 
of God in company with you,”'—IHe faid'to his wife,” © I mutt leare 
« you without any formality, When will the glorious day dawn, and 
«« theſe ſhadows flee away? — She aſked/him, if he was warm ? He 
anſwered, * 1 have = _y hp 19M r 
«4 over my foul.” 4 
The monday before he died, W b to krow 
what the apothecary thought of him 3 and hen he gave but little hope, 
Mr, Darrecett replied, © All is well. Rleſſed be God, I noo u 
« bave believed, and can rely on the promiſes, They are all mine; cf 
<« pecially that, I r never leave ther, nor farſakt thee; and I am fue 
<0 he will not. Ne deſired that the church might be called togethe”, 
to pray for him, and to give him up to the Lord. Afterwards, when 
ſymptc.ms of recovery appeared, he called on thoſe ja the room with hir 
to bleſs God for it, ſaying, When thou fhats call, I euill b:ar and 
« ſwtr, O bleſſed promiſe ! I have ſound it made good to me. Show 
« the Lord raiſe me up again, ſurely. praiſe will become this houſe, ' 
The nicht before he died, he ſaid, ** O! what a good Ood have | 
in and thro” Jeſus Chriſt ? I would praiſe him, but my lips cannot: 
4% Eternity will be too ſhort to ſpeak his praiſe,” — He then ene 
defired his tongue might be looſened, to ſpeak, the praiſes of God. Aol 
the Lord heard and anſwered him. He was in a delightful frame, ful 


of bearealy joy, and the faculties of his mind as Kong and vignon © 
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of the Rev. Mr, Dax cor r. 3 


teen years he poured out his whole ſoul to you, in the 


moſt convincing, awakening, encouraging, and com- 
forting miniſtrations. Was there a ſoul among you, 
that did not, more or leſs, one time or another, feel 
the energy of his addrefſes ? How did he come to you tn 


the fulne/s of the beſfing of the geſpei of c How did 
he 


. The apothecary coming in, he faid to him, “O Mr, K— What 
% a mercy it is, to be intereſted in the atoning blood of ſeſus? Vou tell 
« me I am dying, How much longer do you think it will be? It 


Vas anſwered, that it was uncertain, as to a few urs. Will it be 


to- night? It was anſwered, he might ſurvive the night. Well, 
« ſaid he, all is well f I am ready. This, Sir, is agreeable to the doc- 
« trine I have at all times preached, that I now ecme to the Lord as a 
vile ſinner, truſting: in the merits and precious Blood of my dear Re- 
« deemer, O grace ! grace! free grace“! 

One of his chriſtian friends came to ſee him, to whom he ſaid, «O! 
« 1 am glad to ſee you. You are ſarre of the firſt fruits of my labours. 
«« Never fear, Be fledfaft, unmoveable, ahvays abounding in the work of 
i the Lord 5 Your labour fhall not be in twain in the Lord.” — O! could 
„ tell you; what I now feel ! No tongue can te] what I now enjoy] 
« I want to be gone! Of glory ! glory! glory! He then beyged to 
ke his dear people, to talk to them of Chriſt and his grace. But he was 
ertieated to forbear, that he might not hurt himſelf, © Wel, ſaid he, 
you mult ſew up my lipe, or tie my tongue, if I muſt not ſpeak of 
*« Chriſt, If you will nat let me ſee my dear people, be my trumpeters 
to tell them, what God has done for my foul. I tald you in my Sc: ip- 
ture Mar, that my laſt work on earth ſhall be praying for my peo- 

« ple; and now would I por out my whole foul in ardent prayer to God 
« for them. He then offered a ſew petitions, but his ſpirits failed. 


pos recovering himſelf, he related his experiences of the goodneſs of 


Cod to him in his fickneſs x and ſaid; If he had a thouſand lives to live, 


he would live them all for Chriſt, He folemnly took his leave of all 
preſent, - one by one, and faid, « Watch your hearts, and Keep them 
« with all diligence, for out of them are the iſſues of liſe,” Seeing his 
wife weeping, he ſaid to her, % Weep not for me, nor yet for yourſelf; 
* fer you are a child of the covenant, I am going to fee Alrabam, 


* Wage, and Jae, and all that are got to glory,” 410 
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32 A Funeral Sermon on the Death 


he ſpeak unto you, in the demonſiration of the ſpirit, and 
of power How were: your hearts borne away to God, 
and Chriſt, and heaven, under his fervent prayers, and 
melting diſcourſes ? With what yearning | bowels of 
compaſſion did he hearken to your accounts of your 
ſerious impreflions, and your defires after Chriſt and 
ſalvation ? 


« My God, and can « humble child, 

„ That loves thee with a flame fo high, 
« Be ever from thy face exil'd AE 
„Without the pity of thine eye? 


« Impoſſible — for thine own hands 

% Have ty'd my heart fo faſt to thee; 

« And in thy bock the promiſe ftands, - - 
© That where Thou art, thy friends muſt be. 


eh pee mum Ehm. 


The morning he died, his wife ſaid to him, 4 My dear, you are jus 
* on the boarders of glory. He replicd, © I could not have thought it, 
„had not the doctor and Mr. K— told me fo, the paſſage is ſo eaſy. 
She again faid to him, How will you behold the dear Lord Jeſus, 
«« when you come to glory! He anſwered, “ ſhall bebold him face 
„ to face.” He then lay in a lumber, -while all around him thought 
him dying, as there, was no pulſation in his wriſts,” About twenty m- 
nutes after, he awaked, and aſked, ** Is Mr, K— come ? ** Being an- 
ſwered, that he was, My dear friend, ſays be, did not you tell me l 
night, that I was dying? I did, replied Mr. X—, © Surely, lay: 
«« he, it cannot be, it is ſo ealy, it is ſo eaſy, What a mercy is it to be 
« in Chriſt? O!] precious, precious Jeſus !' Now ] am hoping and be- 
„ lieving ; rejoicing and triumphing too There were ten or twelle 
of his chriſtian friends around®his bed, and knowing them, he ak 
them, how they did? Thea wiſhing them all well, he added, © Yo! 
« ſee, my friends, I am now dying, in the ſame faith I have ale 
6 preached to you, and would not die any otherwiſe for all the wot: 
« OQ! keep cloſe to Chriſt. Preſently after, he ſaid with a im, 
« Come Lord Jeſus. — Again heated, Is this dying? Being 20. 
ſwered, yes: He replied, It cannot be, it js too good, it is too god 
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ſalration ? With what joy did he lead you into the 
paths of life and peate ? With what love and zeal did 
de form you into little praying ſocieties, and turn your 
ſereral dwellings iato ſcenes of religious friendſhip ? 

sit poſſible. for multitudes here to think of Mr. Dar- 
racott, without thinking alſo of the bleſſed inſtrument 
of their ſpiritual light, and life, and joy ? Think, and 
think again, and know, that your priviledge has been 
very great, and demands your praiſe to the God of all 
grace for the paſt enjoyment, and your prayers for the 
lalling improvement of it; and efpecially-for this, that 
you may fulfill your paſtor's dying requeſt, by fanding 
oft in the Lord, — Aud here I muſt beg leave to add 
one more reflection, which, while it naturally adminiſ- 
ters 8 to ſome, will, 1 fear, be terrible to others, 


3. What, a; wide difference will be ſound at lat, 
when, pious miniſters. ſhall meet their hearers 
again, between thoſe that haye food faft- in the 
Lardz and thoſe who have fallen from their ehriſ- 
tian ſtedfaſtneſs! af 4 All 


—He chen called for his wife and children, and took his leave of theni 
with the utmoſt compoſedneſs and ſerenity of mind. Obſerving them 
and all his friends weeping, he ſaie to his wife, „My deareſt, why do 
« you weep ? Yeu-ſhould rejoice. Rely on the promiſes, God will 
never leave nor farſake you. All his promiſes are true and fore, —- 
„Well, I am going from weeping friends, to congratulating angels, 
und rejoicing ſaints in glory. Bleſſed be God, my dear friends, all is 
© well, — Mr, K— how much longer do you think it will be, before I 
© ſhall gain my diſmifſion ?*” — It was anſwered, not long, — “ Well, 
* all is well, Here 1 am waiting. What a mercy is it to be in Jeſus!" 
— He then threw abroad his arms, and ſaid, He is coming! He is 
** coming ! But ſurely this can't be dying, can't be death! Oh] how 
** aſtoniſhingly is the Lord ſoftening my paſſage ? Surely God is too good 
* to ſuch a worm! O ſpeed thy chariot-wheels ! Why ae they 1 
« long in com'ng ? I long to be gone.“ His laſt worde were, © Faith 


* and Hope.“ 


A Faneral Sermon on the Death 


All we do, and all we enjoy, upon earth, as well az 
all we ſuffer, is for eternity. Every priviledge, and the 
uſe or abuſe of it, muſt contribute to our eternal pain 


or pleaſure, Me muſt all appear befaie the judgment-feat 
cf Chriſt, that twery one may receive the: things done in hit 


tody, according to that Je hath done, whether it be gad, or 


bad, There miniſters of the goſpel muſt appear, whether 
ſaithful or uofaichful. There the hearers of the goſpel 


' muſt appear, whether obedient or diſobedient. 


Before that ttemedous Judge you muſt ſee your 
ſaithful mihiſter 4gain, All of you firmly believe, that 
your miniſter will then land in the congregation of the 
righteeur with diſtinguiſhing marks of -divine accept- 
ance. But how will he then look upon you ? Will it 
be as a witneſs for you, or againſt you? Will he re. 
ceive, and welcome, you as his crown, or concur in 
the ſentence of your everlaſting condemnation and 
ruin ? Will he prefent you to his Lord, as thoſe that 
reteived' his exhottation, and food ff in Jen Or, 
will he be a witneſs againſt you, that; tho” he fo lived 
and died, as to warn every man, and track every man, 
in all wiſdom, that he might preſent every man a 11 
Chriſt Jeſus, yet you were not obedient? 2 
Ho awful will the condition of ſome of you then 
be? What did guilty Peter feel, when rhe Lord turned 
and looked upon him in the yh priest haf? And what 
will you feel, when, not only the Judge, but your mi- 
niſter ſhall look upon you; and when no place ſhall be 
left for you to go out, with penitent Peter, and wet 
bitterly ; but inſtead of that, you muſt be caf? out int! 
outer darkneſs, where there ſhall be weeping and gaoſbiry 
of teeth for evet? Methinks I ſee your minifter, and 
my dear friend, and hear what he will ſay on that ſo- 


lewn occaſion, *© Alas! theſe are the very ſouls, for 
«« whoa 
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« and for a time-rejoiced ; over whom | was jealous 
« with a godly jealouſy ; and to whom | gave every aw- 
« ful, tender, and endearing charge, both fn life and 
« death. I expected now to have ſeen them fanding 
« faft in the Lord, unmoved by all the terrors of this 


appointed } But their own diſappnintment is greateſt 
« of all. Ve wretched ſouls, while Jeſus ſmiled upon 
« you, it was my delight to labour for you, watch over 
*« you, and embrace you. But now Jeſus frowns upon 
« you, I have no more bowels of compaſſion for you. 
« You have injured my Lord, and I muſt reſent it. 
« My love and faithfulneſs to Jeſus, and to you, could 
not bring you to him, nor fix you in him; and now 


him, oblige me to concur in approving your ever- 
*« laſting baniſi ment from him. I now find, and feet, 
that my paſt labours of love for your periſhing fouls 
* are unto God a feveet Javonr of Chrift ; tho' they are 
' the ſavour of death unto your eternal death. I am com- 
„ forted, tho' you are tormented; and therefore, muſt 
« applaud the righteouſneſs of the divine ſentence, 
„ DET.“ 2 

But how happy, inexpreſſibly happy, will the con- 
dition of others of you be? What an interview will 
you have with your dear miniſter? How unconceiva- 
bly delightful ? What joyful looks will there be at each 
other? What tranſporting congratulations will paſs 
betwixt you? How will you, one while, look to Jeſus, 
and thank him for bringing you under ſuch a miniſter ? 
How will you, another while, look to your miniſter, 
and thank him for bringing you to Jeſus ? You can 
ealily thin k what your dear miniſter will then have to 
ſay 
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« whom I prayed, and preached ; in whom I hoped, 


« preat day, 'and this great aſſembly. How am [dif- 


* my love to Jeſus, and my compleat enjoyment of 


"— 


* 
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39 A Funeral Sermon en the Death 


ſay to you, and can now almoſt hear his melodion 
voice in ſuch ſounds as theſe ; — Welcome, wel. 
come, my brethren, dearly beloved and longed-fur, 
«« welcome to theſe ſhining manſions, to this glorions 
« aſſembly, to this everlaſting reſt! See the crown, 
„% which my Lord hath given me! See his recompence 
« of reward to my poor, but faithful, and afeftionate 
«« Jabou;s for him and you ! See how be approved of 
« my ardent concern, and tender, melting pleas with 
% you, that you might fand faft in him And ſee how 
«« your chriſtian ſtedfaſtneſs brightens my crown, and 
% compleats my eternal joy! Now we are met, to part 
« no more! Never more to mourn, but always to re- 
«« joice together! Never to fight more, but reign in 
« everlaſting triumph] Now we ſhall need no more 
„ exhortation to „and ſaſt in the Lord, ſor our ſtand- 
« ing is fixed on the heavenly mountain of Zion which 
% can never be moved, but abideth for ever Nom we 
«« are not only in the Lord, but with him where he in 
« and behold his glory, and he is admired and glorified in 
« us, and in all his ſaints, and we ſhall be ever with 


neſs of ſuch an interview, may God of his infinite 
mercy grant, thro' Jeſas Chriſt our Lord. Ames. 


18 AU 65 


% im. — That we may all of us ſhare in the bleſſed- 


POSTSCRIFE 


HE author of the foregoing ſermon found among 
Mr. Darracott's papers, a meditation, without 
2 date, but with all the appearances of his having 
wrote it a little before his laſt illneſs ; probably on the 
evening of Dec. 3, 1758, the laſt time he adminiſtered 
the Lord's Supper : and it well deſerves to be inſerted 
here, as his ſolemn farewell to all things below, — 
Is this the voice of my dear Lord! Surely I come 
« quickly ; Amen, ſays my willing, joyful ſoul : even 
% fo come Lord Jeſus ! Come, for I long to have done 
* with this poor low life; to have done with its bur- 
e thens, its ſorrows, and its ſnares. Come, for I grow 
% weary of this painful diſtance, and long to be at 
home ;—long to be with thee, where thou art, that 1 
„ may behold thy glory. Come then, bleſſed Jeſus, as 
« ſoon as thou pleaſeſt, and burſt aſunder theſe bonds 
* of clay, which hold me from thee ; break down theſe 
* ſeparating walls, which hinder me from thine em- 
* brace, Death is no more my dread, but rather the 
odject of my deſire. I welcome the ſtroke, which 
* will prove ſo friendly to me ; which will knock off 
my fetters, throw open my priſon-doors, and ſet my, 
** ſoul at liberty; which will free me (tranſporting. 
* thought!) from all thoſe remainders of indwelling, 
* fin, under which I have long groaned in this taber- 
** nacle, and with which I have been maintaining a, 
** conſtant and painful conflict; but which all my 
D « weeping 
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38 POSTSCRIPT. 


«© weeping and praying, all my attending divine or. 
* dinances, could never entirely cure me of: Ves, 
« will perfectly and for ever free me from all my com- 
« plaints; give me the anſwer of all my prayers; an 
4 put me at once in the eternal poſſeſſion of my warm · 
= ** ſt wiſhes and hopes, even the ſweet, beatifying pre- 
++ ſence of thee, O bleſſed Jeſus ! whom having rt 


23 «« ſeen, I love, and in whom, tho" now IT ſee thee not, yet e 
balicving I rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of gli 

4 « ry, This world has now no more charms to attract l 
= ** my heart, or make me wiſh a moment's longer ſtay, 2 
43 „ have no engagements to delay my farewell : No- 7 
* „thing to detain me now, My ſoul is on the wing. f 


* Joyfully do I quit mortality, and here chearfully 
„take my leave of all I ever held dear below.” T“ 

% Farewell, my dear chriftian friends ; | have taken 
„ ſweet counſel with you in the way; but I leave you 
„ for ſweeter, better converſe above. You will ſoon 
follow me, and then our delightful communion 
*« ſhall be uninterrupted, as well as perfect, and our 
« ſociety be broken up no more for ever. Farewel!, 
jn particular, my deareſt How has our friend- 
* ſhip ripened almoft to the maturity of heaven? How 
«© tenderly and cloſely are our hearts knit to one ano- 
« ther? Nor ſhall the ſweet union be diſſolved by 
«« death. Being one in Chrif, we ſhall be one for ever, 
« With what eternal thankfulneſs ſhall we remember 
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. that word, — Chrift is Al, ard in All? —He ws Wl © 
« ſo then indeed, and he will ever be ſo. Moura - | 
« not that I go to him firſt. 'Tis but a little while, 5. 
« and you'll come after ! and O! with what joy, thiok - a 
« you, ſhall I welcome your arrival on the heaven!) =. 
« ſhore, and conduct you to him, whom our ſouls fv nd 
« dearly love? What tho” we meet no more at Web 10 
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POSTSCRIPT: 
« [ing/0n, we ſhall, we aſſuredly ſhall, embrace one 


« another in heaven, never to part more ? Till then' 


„adieu! ard know I leave you with the warmeſt 
« wiſhes of all felicity to attend you, and the moſt 
« grateful overflowings of heart for all the kindeſt 
« tokens of the moſt endearing friendſhip I ever re- 
« ceived from you.” 


« Farewell, thou my deareſt Wi ife my molt affee- 


« tionate, delightful companion in beaven's 10ad, 


« whom God in the greateſt mercy gave me, and has 4 | 
« thus to the end of my race graciouſly continued to 


„me! For all thy care, thy love, thy: prayers, I bleſs 
my God, and thank thee in theſe departing mo- 
© ments. Bat dear as thou art, and deareft of all that 
* 1s mortal I hold thee, I now find it eaſy to part from 


* thee, to go to that Jeſus, thine and mine, who is in- 


* finitely more dear io me. With him I chearfully 
« leave thee, nor doubt his care of thee, 0e has lowed 
** thee, and given himſelf for ther. "Tis but a ſhort ſe- 
** paration we ſball have 3; our ſpirits will ſoon reunite, 
** and then never, never know ſeparation more. For 
as we have been companions in the patience and 
* tnibulation of our Lord's kingdom, we ſhall affored- 
ly be ſo in his glory.“ 


{© Farewell, my dear children / I leave you, bot God 


* has bound himſelf by a moſt inviolable promiſe, tb 
take care of you. Only chaſe him for your own 
God, who has been your father's God, and then, 
** tho” I leave you expoſed in the waves of a dange- 
* rous and wicked world; Providence, eternal and 

© Almighty Providence, has undertook to pilot and 

** Preſerve you. With comfortable hope, therefore, [ 
did you my laſt adieu; pleading the faithful and 
* true promiſe; ſaying as the Patriarch, — I die, my 
« dear 


49 POSTSCRIPT. 


„ dear children, but God will be with you ; — praying 
in humble faith, that your ſouls, with thoſe of your 


« parents, may be bound uf in the bundle of life with tie 


„Tord our God.” 
Farewell, ye my dear peoz/e! to whom I have 


„been preaching the everlaſting goſpel : That goſ- 
„ pel, which is now all my hope, and all my joy. 
Many, very many of you, are my preſent rejoicing, 
* and will be my eternal crown of glory. And now [ 
am leaving you, I bleſs God for all the ſucceſs He 
has been graciouſly pleaſed to give my poor labours 
among you; for all the comfortable ſeaſons of grace 
I have enjoyed with you. Adieu, my dear friends! [ 
part with you this day at the /acred table of our blei- 
*« ſedLord; in the confidence and hope, that tho' 7 fall 
*© drink no more with you this fruit of the wine, I ſhall 
*© drink it new with you in the kingdom of our heavenly 
** Father. Only, my brethren, my dearly beloved ard 
*© longed-for, my joy aud crown, ſo fand faſt in the Lord, 
*© my dearly beloved. But for the reſt of you, I mourn 
% to think in what a miſerable condition I am leaving 
you! and tho” you will no more hear my voice, and 
have often, alas! heard it to no purpoſe ; this once 
hear, and regard, my dying charge, —T hat you do nt 
continue in a Chriftleſe and unconverted ſtate, nor met 
© me in that flate at the day of judgment.” 

% And now farewell, praying and preaching / my 
„ moſt delightful work ! — Farewell, ye /abbaths and 
** /acraments, and all divine ordinances { I have nov 
done with you all, and you have done all that was 
% to be done for me. As the manna, and the rock, 10 
the <wilderne/5, you have ſupplied me with ſweet te- 
«« freſhment by the way; and now I am leaving you, 


„ I bleſs my God for all the comfort and edif cation! 


«« hare 


- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


« nel of divine communications. But now I have no 
« more need of you. I ain going to the God of ordi- 
% nances; to that fountain of living waters, which 
« has filled theſe pools below ; and inſtead of fipping 
« at the ſtreams, I ſhall now be for ever ſatisfied from 
« the fountain-head.” 

« Farewell now, my poor S Thou ſhalt be no 
« more a clog to my active ſpirit; no more hinder 
« me in the ſervice of God; no more enſnare my ſoul, 
„and pollute it with fin, — And now an everlaſting 
« farewell to all fns and ſorrows, all doubts and frars, 
% conflis and temptations /—Farewell to earth and all 
« terrefirial ſcenes ! Ye are now no more! An infinitely 


brighter proſpe& opens to me! 


„ See the guardian-angels nigh 

„% Wait to waft my ſoul on high! 
„See the golden gates diſplay'd ! 
„See the crown to grace my head! 

„ See a flood of ſacred light, 

„% Which ſhall yield no more to night! 
« Tranfitory world, farewell! 

« Jesvs calls with him to dwell.” 


g | Dodaridge's Hymns. 
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« have received by your means, as the appointed chan- 
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